
 

Labels and Menu Documentation Tip Sheet   
Documentation for food products served in School Nutrition Programs is required to prove that these items 
meet meal pattern requirements. This document explains the appropriate documentation for convenience food 
products and grain-only products.  

Child Nutrition Labels 

A Child Nutrition (CN) label provides meal pattern contribution information for commercially prepared food 
products. CN labels are only available for main dish entrees that contribute to the meat/meat alternate 
component of the meal pattern. CN labeling is a voluntary program, so some of these products will not have a 
CN label. A true CN label is printed on or attached to the product’s packaging. The manufacturer may also 
provide watermarked CN labels, which have a disclaimer such as “Copy Not for Federal Meal Requirements”, 
during the bidding process or on their website. An invoice showing proof of purchase must be included when 
using a watermarked CN label for documentation.  

Child Nutrition (CN) Labels MUST contain:  

1. Product name  
2. Ingredient statement 
3. CN crediting statement within “CN” border 
4. USDA Inspection stamp 

 

Acceptable forms of documenting a CN Label:

 

 

A photograph or copy of the CN Label from 
the product packaging 

A watermarked CN Label with an invoice 
proving purchase 



Product Formulation Statements 

A Product Formulation Statement (PFS) is a memo from the manufacturer that provides meal pattern 
contribution information for commercially prepared food products that do not have CN labels and grain-only 
products. The PFS must show how the weight of the cooked product compares to the yield described in the 
USDA Food Buying Guide to determine how the product will credit toward the meal pattern.  

 

Product Formulation Statements (PFS) 
MUST include:  

1. Company letterhead 
2. Name of the product 
3. Crediting calculations 
4. Crediting statement 
5. Signature and date  

If a convenience food product does not 
have a CN label or a PFS, it is NOT 
creditable in the Child Nutrition 
Programs

 

Other Documentation for Grain 
Products 

 

Grain-only products are not CN labeled. If a Product 
Formulation Statement for the product is not 
available from the manufacturer, a photograph or 
photocopy of the nutrition facts panel showing the 
weight per serving and an ingredient statement 
from the packaging is also acceptable 
documentation for the product. 

 



 

Documenting Convenience Foods 
 Commercially-prepared food products that contribute to the meat/meat alternate meal component and 

commonly also contribute to the grain meal component 
 May be served individually or as an ingredient in a recipe 
 Examples include: pizza, breaded chicken, corn dogs, deli meats, hamburger patties, and beef crumbles 

 

Documenting Grain Items 
 Products that credit for the grain meal component only 
 May be served individually or as an ingredient in a recipe 
 Examples include: breads, tortillas, pasta, rice, and buns/roll 

 

 

Is the product CN labeled?

If yes, do you have the 
product currently in 

storage? 

If yes, copy or photograph 
the CN label from the 

package

If no, obtain a watermarked 
CN label and provide an 

invoice proving purchase of 
the product

If no, request a Product 
Formulation Statement 
from the manufacturer

If a PFS is not available, the 
product is not creditable in 

the school nutrition 
programs

Does the grain product 
package show a label?

If no, request a Product 
Formulation Statement 
from the manufacturer

If yes... 

Copy or photograph the 
Nutrition Facts Panel with 
the ingredient statement 

from the packaging 

Use a Product Formulation 
Statement from the 

manufacturer 
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